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1. PRAVDA (DECEMBER 19) CARRIES A TASS REVIEW OF AN AHRAM 
ARTICLE COMMENTING ON THE STATE OF ' FRIENDLY" SOVIET- 
EGYPTIAN RELATIONS. ACCORDING TO PRAVDA. AL AHRAM SAID THAT 
"THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE USSR AND EGYPT DOES NOT EXCLUDE 
THE BEGINNINGS OF DIFFERENCES," BUT BY NO MEANS SHOULD 
THESE DIFFERENCES REDUCE THE FRIENDSHIP AL AHRAM ALLEGEDLY 
GOES ON TO CITE THE ASWAN DAM PROJECT, AS WELL AS THE 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE WHICH MOSCOW HAS PROVIDED 
EGYPT, AS PROOF OF THE FIRM TIES WHICH EXIST BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. DESPITE "CRISES" IN SOVIET-EGYPTIAN 
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LEAD TO A COMPLETE BREAK", BECAUSE OF "FREEZING" OF 
RELATIONS CAN ONLY BE UNFAVORABLE FOR EGYPTIAN NATIONAL 
INTERESTS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE TASS REVIEW ADDS, 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION DOES NOT PRECLUDE 
EGYPTIAN FRIEDNSHIP WITH OTHER COUNTIRES, "SUCH AS THE 
UNITED STATES.” THE AL AHRAM ARTICLE REPORTEDLY 
CONCLUDES THAT IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF BOTH THE USSR 
AND EGYPT TO COORDINATE THEIR EFFORTS TOWARD ESTABLISH- 
ING A JUST AND LASING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AS 
WELL AS TOWARD "PUTTING AN END TO THE UNILATERAL US 
STEP-BY-STEP POLICY" WHICH HAS TURNED INTO A THREAT TO 
ARAB UNITY. 

2. COMMENT - WE ASSUME THAT THERE WAS MORE TO THE 
AL AHRAM ARTICLE THAN THE REMARKS CARRIED IN PRAVDA, 

BUT IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT MOSCOW CHOSE TO REPEAT 
ONLY THOSE STATEMENTS WHICH ARE CONCILIATORY IN TONE, 
AND WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS AN EGYPTION OLIVE- 
BRANCH, HOWEVER TENTATIVE, TO THE SOVIET UNION. 
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